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1695 amongst the People, but the greatest at Court, so ... we are likely to be made the sacrifice of it. . . . What your Lordship has received from the mouth of His Holiness that he will have no hand in the wrong shall be done to His Majesty will be a great comfort to him and the Queen. . . .
The attention of the whole world is now bent upon the success of the siege of Namur. I can only tell you from hence that positive orders are given to attempt the relief of it at any rate. . . . The enemy has all possible advantages of ground which must cost us very dear in the first attacke, but if they are forced the whole army is utterly lost, and nobody can tell what may become of the Prince of Orange, his person. ... I shall close my letter with the acceptable account of their Majesties' good health, not omitting the Prince and Princess, who thrive beyond expression, and as much as we can wish.
The Prince of Wales had been taken out of the hands of the women on his seventh birthday ; Dr. John Bellairs was appointed his preceptor in ordinary and Dr. John Tngleton under-preceptor. The Earl of Perth was his Governor.
Louis XIV had confided the relief of Namur to the Marquis de Villeroy, a man incapable of coping with the military genius of William III, and who retired from the attempt to relieve the beleaguered citadel on seeing, writes Rizzini, " the impossibility of attacking the enemy's camp, which art and.nature had rendered impregnable."
De Guiscard capitulated September 3, 1695, "resigning to the Confederates, but a tumulus under which lay buried all that remained of so formidable a fortress. On the 3<Dth there was a general assault, which was of the bloodiest, but sustained with marvellous vigour by the besieged, although reduced to half their number. . . . The siege was conducted . . . with courage, power and a profusion of all things, and the remarkable thing was to find soldiers of so many different nationalities so prompt, and so prodigal of their lives, although their interests were not identical. The greatest glory fell to the English, who, it cannot be denied, are warlike to the utmost . . . and despisers of death. (In cypher] M. de Croissy told me yester-cceed at Namur, the King of France will be more free to maintain his first maxims ;
